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How to Navigate a College Website 
 
Introduction 
Exploring a college’s website is a great way to find out what degrees & majors a 
school offers, what the application requirements are, what student life is like on 
campus, and much more. This guide will walk you through the different sections 
of a college’s website and how to find out if a college is the right fit for you. 
 
Materials 

• Computer or smartphone with internet  
 
Instructions 

• Start by deciding which college you want to learn more about. It could be a 
college in your area, one a school counselor or teacher recommended, or 
one you found through a tool like the College Board’s College Search. It’s 
a good idea to research a variety of different colleges so that you get a 
feel for what type of college would be the best fit for you. Do you want to 
be far from home or close by? Do you want to go to school in a big city or 
a rural town? Do you want your classes to be lectures or small discussion 
groups?  

• Once you’ve decided which college you’d like to research, do a Google 
search to find the college’s website. Their home page should have tabs 
across the top for topics like “About”, “Admissions”, “Academics”, and 
“Campus Life”.  

• The “About” tab will give you basic information about the college. You’ll 
find the school’s mission statement, history, recent accomplishments, and 
general facts and figures. If you’re not familiar with the college, this is a 
great place to start! 

• In the “Admissions” section you’ll find out how to apply to the school, 
how to visit campus, and how much it costs to attend. This tab will give 
you information about the application requirements, materials and 
timelines for submission, as well as more details about the costs of tuition 
and room & board and what financial aid is available to students. Most 
colleges offer a net price calculator, a tool that can help you determine the 
estimated amount of financial aid you may receive based on you and your 
family’s financial and living situations. Some colleges also provide a link to 
a virtual tour of campus so that you can “visit” from the comfort of your 
home. It’s not quite the same as visiting in person, but at least you can get 
a general feel for campus and see if you can picture yourself as a student 
there! 

o When you’re exploring this section, make sure to look under 
“undergraduate admissions”, as you’re applying to be an 
undergraduate student after high school.  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
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• The “Academics” tab provides information about all of the majors, 
minors, certificates and degrees the school offers. You should explore this 
tab to find out if the school offers the major you’re interested, as well as a 
few other topics you’d be interested in studying if you change your mind. 
You can also learn about opportunities for study abroad, internships, and 
research programs. 

• In the “Campus Life” section, you’ll find everything you need to know 
about being a student on campus: what clubs & extracurriculars exist, 
what food is served in the dining halls, what the dorms look like, what 
events are coming up, and more. You’ll also find information about the 
variety of resources that students have access to, like academic tutoring, 
counseling, career advising, and health and wellness support. 

• Check out the “Athletics” section if you are a future college athlete or a 
fan to learn more about the school’s athletic teams.  

• Visit the school’s news and social media sites to see highlights of what 
their students & faculty are doing, how the school engages with its 
community, and other events and updates.  

• If you can’t find what you’re looking for, you can always use the search 
bar in the upper righthand corner to help you find it! 

 
Take it from here:  

• Make a list of what you liked and didn’t like about the school and any 
questions you still have. Can you picture yourself as a student there? 
Would this college be a good fit for you? Why or why not? 

• If you’re interested in learning more about the college, consider taking a 
virtual or in-person tour of the campus, following social media accounts for 
clubs & teams at the school that you might want to join, or attending a 
virtual info session hosted by the school. 


