
 

Explore College Virtually  
 
Introduction  
Visiting a college campus is the best way for students to envision themselves as college 
students, but this can be tricky for a number of reasons like geography, time limitations, 
and visitation restrictions. The alternative is to visit the college campus virtually, and 
most college websites offer virtual tours of their campus! Use this activity to help 
demystify the college process and encourage students to see college as an option.  
 
Materials 

● Laptop and access to the internet  
● Paper and pen/pencil (optional)  

 
Instructions  

● In advance of this activity, choose a college website that can be shared with 
students. Together, visit the website and learn about it together.  

● Ask students to generate a list of 3-5 colleges/universities that they are interested 
in learning more about.  

● Once they have a list of colleges to research, ask that they look at the college’s 
website and search for the following:  

○ What are some of the reasons you might choose to attend this college?  
○ How far is the college from where you are currently living?  
○ Is this college in a rural, suburban, or urban area? Is the campus off on its 

own or integrated with the town or city? 
○ Would you live on or off campus?  
○ What major(s) are you interested in? 
○ What clubs, activities, and sports could you be involved in?  
○ What kinds of dining options do they offer? 
○ How might you make friends when you arrive on campus?  
○ What was one thing about this college that surprised you?  
○ Does this college seem like a good fit for you? Why or why not? 
○ What kinds of student support services are available to you on campus? 

How would you plan to reach out for the support you need? 
○ Based on your current grades and extracurricular involvement, is this a 

safety, target, or reach school for you? 
 
Take it from here  

● Think about all the college campuses you can “visit” virtually. Consider exploring 
a number of college websites so you can compare and contrast college campus 
size, location, student programs and majors, opportunities for students on and off 
campus, and support services. Understanding your options now will allow you to 
find a college that is the best fit for you! 

● Consider reaching out to a current student or recent graduate of the college or 
university from a similar background and/or with similar interests as you to learn 
more about what college life was like for them at a particular college. 
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