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DEAR FAMILIES,

Happy Holidays! Your CFES GEAR UP students are working harder than ever in their virtual and in-person classrooms,
and we are incredibly impressed by all that they are accomplishing. CFES GEAR UP students continue to participate in
mentoring programs, practice the six Essential Skills, attend tutoring sessions, and learn more about themselves.
Many students are also participating in STEM events and are actively considering a variety of college and career
pathways.
With COVID-19 cases ramping up again, we want to remind everyone to stay safe and healthy! If you would like more
information about our programming or the ways that we can assist your students during these challenging times,
please visit the new GEAR UP section of the CFES Brilliant Pathways website. There, you can find the GEAR UP
calendar, resources, and announcements regarding upcoming virtual events!
Visit us at https://brilliantpathways.org/cfes-gear-up/

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec 2-8 - College & Career Readiness Advisor
Training Workshop starting with a live session on
the 2nd at 2pm (EST)

Dec 3 - Webinar: Resume Writing Workshop at 2pm
(EST)

Dec 11 - Career Hour: Computer Programming
with SUNY Potsdam at 12pm (EST)
Dec 11 - Virtual SUNY Plattsburgh tour with
Maddison at 2pm (EST)

Dec 4 - Zoom a NASA Scientist at 12pm (EST)

Dec 14 - Fireside Chat: Social Justice in Education
at 3pm (EST)

Dec 7-13 - National Computer Science Education
Week

Dec 16 - Webinar: LinkedIn Setup Workshop at
2pm (EST)

Dec 7 - Career Hour: Video Game Production with
Champlain College at 12pm (EST)

Dec 17 - GEAR UP Town Hall Meeting at 3pm (EST)

1

CONTINUED...
DECEMBER 2020

ATHLETE MENTORING
CFES GEAR UP is proud to announce that our
partnership with local college athletes has made its
debut with the first meetings of the student-athlete
mentoring program. At the end of November, CFES GEAR
UP students had their first meetings with their mentors
over Google Meet. During these meetings, students from
Beekmantown Central School met their mentors,
participated in icebreaker activities, and listened to
advice from the mentors themselves. We are very
excited about this opportunity and know students will
benefit from the experience. And better yet, there is still
time to join! If your student would like to engage with a
collegiate athlete mentor, please contact your school's
CFES GEAR UP Fellow.

FINANCIAL LITERACY

Last month, Claire and Rose conducted several financial literacy
activities with students in grades 3-9 at Willsboro Central School. Third
graders participated in an activity called "Wants vs. Needs" where they
decided which money spending habits were necessary while older
students practiced budgeting with beans. Each student had to allocate
20 beans to different items to cover certain costs. In the second
round of the activity, the students were told that a global pandemic
had caused them to lose part of their income. Those who had
allocated a bean to "savings" in the first round had to remove 6 beans
while those who didn’t had to remove 7 beans from their board. After
the activity, groups made the connection between beans and income
levels and then discussed how some careers and educational
pathways give you more beans than others. Students also talked
about different strategies for paying for college, including
scholarships, grants, campus employment, and loans.
Facilitation materials for these activities are available on the member
section of our website: brilliantpathways.org/welcome. To get free
access to these materials as a perk of being part of the CFES GEAR UP
family, please reach out to gearup@brilliantpathways.org.

VIRTUAL SUNY
PLATTSBURGH
TOUR
Join CFES GEAR UP Fellow Maddison on a virtual
SUNY Plattsburgh tour on December 11! She will
be "walking" everyone through campus and
offering advice! Keep an eye out for the Zoom
link.

FIRESIDE CHAT

Join us on December 14 over Facebook Live
(@brilliantcfes) to hear Fellows discuss
education in social justice and ways in which
educators can implement a justice-centered
approach to relationships and learning in the
classroom.

FELLOW FEATURE:
MADDISON FLYNN
Hi! My name is Maddison Flynn, and I am the CFES GEAR UP Fellow at AuSable Valley
Central School. Born and raised in the North Country, I graduated from Peru Central School
in 2015. After graduation, I attended SUNY Plattsburgh where I studied human
development and family relations. Recently, I was accepted into the graduate school at St.
Rose where I will be studying in their school counseling program! My favorite Essential Skill
is networking!
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