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DEAR FAMILIES,

CFES GEAR UP Fellows have been busy working with students by teaching the six CFES Essential Skills in classrooms,
facilitating college and career readiness activities, and introducing new mentoring programs across all CFES GEAR UP schools
in the Adirondacks.
CFES Brilliant Pathways also just completed our first-ever virtual Conference at the end of October that gathered K-12
educators, college & career professionals, business & community partners, parents & students from all over the country! In
the remainder of this newsletter, you will hear more about available virtual resources, recent mock elections, and an
emerging partnership between a CFES GEAR UP school and a local university that aims to provide tutoring services. Reach
out if you have any questions and please consider participating in our upcoming events as we continue to support North
Country students in becoming college and career ready.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Nov 9-13 - STEM Activity Week
Nov 11 - Webinar: Careers in Law with Cathy Cox,
Dean of Mercer University School of Law
Nov 13-20 & Dec 2-8 - College and Career
Readiness (CCR) Advisor Training sessions
Nov 16 - Virtual UVM Tour with Rose
Nov 18 - Fireside Chat: Tips for Virtual Learning
with Margaret and Claire
Nov 20 - STEM Hour with Brett

CCR ADVISOR
TRAINING

Interested in becoming a College and Career
Readiness Advisor? CFES Brilliant Pathways is
committed to proving this certification to
thousands of school faculty, business leaders,
coaches, college students, community members,
family members, and anyone interested in
helping young people develop the knowledge
and skills needed to be college and career ready.
Visit brilliantpathways.org/readiness-advisorytraining/ for more information & registration
details.
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CFES VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

CFES Brilliant Pathways just wrapped up the first virtual College &
Career Readiness in a New World Conference! Over three days,
participants heard from experts on topics such as virtual learning,
interview preparation, and college and career readiness. Attended by
school administrators, teachers, partner organizations, and families
and students, the conference had an amazing turnout. With daily
breakout sessions designed for students, CFES GEAR UP scholars met
industry experts like ABC News Correspondent John Quiñones and
leading educators like Leilani Brown, Senior Vice President at K12 Inc.
and learned about the ways in which they can pursue their dreams.
Recordings of conference sessions will be available soon!

MOCK ELECTIONS

Many of our schools have been holding mock elections to practice civic
engagement! At Willsboro, Claire worked with Mrs. Charbonneau and
the 6th graders to run a Mock Presidential Election during English
class. Prior to the election, the class talked about the vote counting
process and the different ways to vote. Biden/Harris won by 2 votes.
Christine ran two similar mock elections at Ticonderoga with students
in grades Pre-K -12. Trump won the election held in the elementary
school, and Biden won the election held in the high school.
Margaret worked with Moriah students in grades 4-6 as they stood in
line outside of the polling place, visited poll monitors to collect their
ballots, voted in makeshift booths, and placed their ballots in a secure
voting box. Virtual students turned in absentee ballots over Google
Forms! In the afternoon, the 6th grade announced Donald Trump the
winner of both the electoral and popular vote of the Moriah Election.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER TUTORING

Beekmantown Central School District has partnered with SUNY
Plattsburgh’s Graduate Education program to provide 6th-9th grade
students with individualized tutoring services. Over 35 tutors will
provide an after-school service where students can work virtually to
complete their work, ask questions, or study for upcoming exams.
Graduate students are knowledgable in the content they will be
teaching so as to provide the best possible experience.
FELLOW FEATURE:
MALLORY CARPENTER

Mallory is a CFES GEAR UP Fellow at
Beekmantown Central School. With the help of
the North Country Scholarship, she attended
SUNY Plattsburgh where she studied Psychology.
This is Mallory's second year as a Fellow with
CFES GEAR UP. Her favorite Essential Skill is
agility!

VIRTUAL UVM
TOUR

Join CFES GEAR UP Fellow Rose Breen on a
virtual UVM tour on Nov. 16! She will "walk" us
through campus and a bit of Burlington while
talking about the different major offerings at
UVM as well as her own experiences at the
college. Keep an eye out for the Zoom link.

FIRESIDE CHAT

Join us on November 18th over Instagram Live
(@brilliantcfes) to hear fellows discuss tips for
virtual learning!

STEM HOUR

Tune in to learn more about careers in Science,
Engineering, Technology, and Math. STEM Hour
is the November edition of Career Hour, which
is hosted monthly by CFES GEAR UP Fellow
Brett McClelland. In this month’s session we will
hear from professionals with a STEM career
and a college student working towards a
degree in STEM.
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