
College Bingo

Introduction
Bingo is a fun way for elementary school students to learn the vocabulary
associated with college. Students who are comfortable with college terms have a
better understanding of their possible post-secondary pathways and will be better
prepared to successfully apply to college. This version of College Bingo is meant
for elementary school students. There is also a resource called Financial Aid
Bingo, and those bingo boards are meant for older students.

Materials
● A bingo board printed for each player (there are 30 different boards)
● Chips or place markers (cut paper will do, but M&M’s are particularly fun)
● A copy of the questions cut into strips
● A container to hold the questions
● A copy of the questions and answers as reference if needed

Instructions
● Pass out boards and “chips” to players.
● Have a “caller” who will select a question from the container and read it to

the group. The students can work together to answer the question.
● After the group has answered the question, the “caller” can confirm, and

then the players with that answer on their board can mark it accordingly.
● The winner is the first person to cover five answers in a row in any

direction. If someone wins early in the game, acknowledge their win and
continue play to determine the second and third place winners.

Take it from here
● If you have time, allow for further discussion of the terms on the board.

Ask students which terms they previously knew? Consider holding an
in-depth conversation about terms that were unfamiliar to students.

● Students can play a second and third time. Consider having them switch
cards. Also consider playing a different version of bingo. You could
advance to the financial aid bingo cards or create your own college and
career bingo cards.

● Allow this activity to be a start to many conversations around college,
career goals, etc. Learning bingo terms can be a great way for students to
build knowledge and become college and career ready.
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College Vocabulary

Answers Questions
associate’s degree A degree you can receive after studying for 2 years

at a community college.

bachelor’s degree A degree you can receive after studying for 4-5
years at a college or university.

master’s degree An advanced degree you get for studying an extra
1-2 years after your bachelor’s degree.

professor A person who teaches college classes.

commute When a student lives at home and drives to their
college every day to take classes.

community college A two-year college where students can earn
certificates and associate’s degrees. Some students
transfer to a 4-year college after this.

dining hall A building on campus where college students go for
meals.

university Another name for college. Usually, this type of
school offers master’s degrees.

meal plan The money students can spend on food at the dining
hall.

library A place where many students go to study.

extracurricular Activities that students do outside of class like
playing sports, participating in clubs, and doing
community service.

campus The buildings and land that make up a college.
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diploma A document given to a student at their graduation to
show that they have finished their studies and
earned their degree.

major The academic subject a college student studies. It
relates to the career they want to have.

loan Money that students borrow to help pay for college.
They usually have to pay it back when they
graduate.

advisor A person who helps students plan the classes they
need to take in order to earn their degree.

study abroad When a student travels to a different country to take
classes during college.

mascot A person or animal that represents a college and
brings them luck in sports.

semester A year at college is usually divided into two of these.
College students take different classes during each
one.

application A form that high school seniors fill out and send to
the colleges they’re interested in attending. The
college reviews this form and then tells students if
they’re accepted into the college.

scholarship Money that students receive to pay for college that
they don’t have to pay back. It can come from
having good grades, playing sports, doing
community service, or anything else that makes a
student unique.

tuition The money charged by a university or college for
attending classes at the school. The fee is
specifically for the classes at the school.

dorm room The place where college students live on campus.
They sleep and hang out there, and usually, they
share the space with a roommate.

roommate The person you share a room with if you live on your
college campus in a dorm.
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